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Bagflags Of The World

alentine's Day at the Australian Stock Exchange
v was the setting for a really unusual art exhibition.

Set against the drama of Lthe flickering stock
market tickers and live news screens was Global
Markel — Bagflags of the World by the queen of plastic
bagart, Marie-Claire Baldenweg. She created what
was possibly a first — oil paintings featuring plastic
bag designs sel against various national flags. Wow!
v FACES: Anthony Bond, Louic Bevzit, Nina Clarke,
Lionel Vincent Baldenweg and Tanya Bellchambers,
v CHARMED: Girls, Lhis is where some of the best-
looking men in Sydney can be found.
XALARMED: Is plastic bag art biodegradable?
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MONDAY

What better place to make a
statement about the power of
capitalism than the Australian
Stock Exchange? The
stockmarket tickers and news
screens will have some
competition from today in the
form of Global Market -

of the World, by the salf-
proclaimed queen of plastic-bag
art Marie-Claire Baldenweg. The
artist's two-metre-square oil
paintings (one, below) feature
shopping bags as national fiags,
and are designed to make us think
about markets, branding and
globalisation. ASX Exchange
Square, Monday-Friday, 7am-
6pm, until March 4.
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LAST WORD...

Exchange Square, the main hall of the
Australian Stock Exehange in Sydney, has
been transformed into an art space until
March 4, featuring the work of the ‘queen of
plastic bag art, Marie-Claire Baldenweg. Her
waork juxtaposes shopping bags and national
flags to make a statement about the power
of capitalism. ASX executive general manager
Stephen Mills and Anthony Bond, Art Gallery of
NSW head of international art curation, opened
the exhibition entitled Global Market — Bagflags
of the World. Baldenweg is a prominent Swiss-
Australian artist. Her artworks feature different
aspects of the process of globalisation, which is
influencing and changing cultures worldwide.
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llslralla Daily

The Chinese Australian Daily wrote a preview recommendation.

ASX flies plastic flags
of global capitalism

Rear Window knows that Australian Stock Exchange

_boss Tony D'Aloisio has big ideas about transforming
~the local bourse into an edgier, more dynamic beast,

but even we were surprised to hear about a
“happening’’ opening at the exchange next week.

The main hall of ASX Exchange Square will be
transformed into an *‘art space’’ from Monday until
March 4, featuring the work of the so-called ‘‘queen
of plastic-bag art’’, Marie-Claire Baldenweg, whose
work juxtaposes shopping bags and national flags to
make a statement about the power of capitalism.

ASX executive general manager Stephen Mills
and Art Gallery of NSW head of international art
curation Anthony Bond will open the exhibition,
called Global Market — Bagflags of the World, on
Tuesday night at 6pm.

Apparently, the idea is to divert visitors’ attention
away from the flicker of stockmarket tickers and live

«News screens towards Baldenweg's two-metre

square oil paintings. We hope it doesn't have the
same effect on the staff.
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Bagflags of
world unite

Plastic bags make a statement. sy pauL naves

THE HUMBLE PLASTIC liopping bigg bocormees o syribol
of giobed adpitals in Meario Claim Baldenwen's senes of
paintings. Tha bags are painted In high gloss and presented
over images of national flags.

lo relrfonce the strength of the aintings’ messags, hey ae
eheypatyencd &l e it Synobobon sodrkotpboncss of cur e
St ol wgpos.

The first exhibition of the work was held at the Swise Siock
Exchange, The Sydney exhibition is baing held at the Australian

Halckariwedg s INa Godilral theriwss of e wook @ cilfonosnl

aspocts of e prooess of ghobeksastion shioh:aronfoenoiog ond
changing our cultures end sociaties worldwids

“Grod sales, viewing figures and profit justify everything and
have mutated 1o the sgn of quality and success.” she says.

“A& a resull we e expeneniing the Digges! ssli-ond o History
ol i, iboes, pectures aod mylhe oll over the word
rnocharn technolocpes meke it ponsiblo

What: Giobal Market - Bagfiags of the Word
Wherss Austialisn Stock Exchangs, 18 Boogs St
‘Whene Lindd 4 March. Opsn Moy fo Frickay, Torn o Bgen
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Global Market - Bagflags of the World

ASX Sharemarket Information M for free O
aglstration o MyASX
registration to My ASX

From 14 February - 4 March, ASX Exchange Square in Sydney will house anexciting international exhibition of oil
paintings by the prominent Swiss-Australian artist Marie-Claire Baldenweg Titled, Global Market - Bagflags of the
World, the central theme of the artworks are different aspects of the process of globalisation which are influencing and
changing our cultures and societies worldwide. The exhibition is free and is open for public viewing.

Where: ASX Exchange Square, 18 Bridge Street, Sydney
When: Monday 14 February - Friday 4 March 2005
Time: 7am - 6pm, Monday to Friday

Admission: Free > vigt

From
14/2/05

To

04/3/05
ASX Exchange Square will transform into a unique art space
from Monday 14 February at 7am when international artist
Marie-Claire Baldenweg, known as the queen of plastic bag
art, will exhibit Global Market — Bagflags of the World.
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This was linked to the front page of , and
sent to over 100‘000 ASX newsletter subscribers.

presents What's New on
NewsRadio every day.
For awhole week Global Market — Bagflags
of the World by Marie-Claire Baldenweg was
featured as the ART exhibition to see.

This feature was also posted on the ABC
website.
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Exchange Square, the main hall of the
Australian Stock Exchange in Svdney, has been
transformed into an art space until March
4, featuring the work of the ‘queen of plastic
bag art|, Marie-Claire Baldenweg. Her work
juxtaposes shopping bags and national flags
to make a statement about the power of
capitalism. ASX execulive general manager
Stephen Mills and Anthony Bond, Art Gallery
of NSW head of international art curation,
opened the exhibition entitled Global
Market — Bagilags of the World. Baldenweg
is a prominent Swiss-Australian artist, Her
artworks feature different aspects of the
process of globalisation, which is influencing
and changing cultures worldwide.

9By

SBS Radio did an interview

L]
with Marie-Claire Baldenweg rG d I 0

Consuming crusade
Byron Bay artist Marie-Claire
Baldenweg doesn't like to discuss the
politics of her exhibition Global
Market — Bagflags of the World.
Especially now that it’s about to hang
in the main hall of the Australian
Stock Exchange’s Exchange Square
(from Monday, free). The collection
is of 20 large oil paintings of
national flags superimposed with
various logo-laden, plastic shopping
bags. It’s a statement about
globalisation and consumerism.
“Generally, I want the message of
the paintings to deal sensibly with
this complex issue, not just be pro or
against globalisation,” Baldenweg
says. “It affects every one of us.”
dscatena@smh.com.au
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Art Almanac is Australia's most comprehensive gallery guide. It is
distributed nationally by subscription, through art galleries, book-
shops, newsagents, art supply shops, colleges and institutions.
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GLOBAL MARKET - BAGFLAGS OF THE WORLD

@ AUSTRALIAN STOCK EXCHANGE
14 FEBRUARY - 4 MARCH 2005

ASK EXCHANGE SQUARE, 18 BRIDGE STREET, SYDNEY
EXHIBITION OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY, 7 AM - 6 PM
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ASX T oaw

wivw. bakie mvag.com

Invitation to exclusive opening

INVITATION

16 FEBRUARY 2005, &-8 FM
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Invitation to 3 week exhibition

MARIE-CLAIRE
BALDENWEG

AVGReL AmEiT

RAGFLAGT GF Tei WaEL0

B AUSTEALIAN STOCK EXCHANGE
14 FEBRUARY - ¢ MMARCH 2005

MARIE-CLAIRE BALDENWEG

GLOBAL MARKET - BAOFLADGS OF THE WORLD
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Der Borsengang
des Plasticsacks

Aussteflung im Sydney Stock Erchange
ruh. Sydney, Anfang Mirz

Betritt: man dieser Tuge die Eingangshulle der
austrulischen Aktienbiirse in Sydngy, konnte man
dem Eindruck verfullen, an der fitlschen Adresse
golandet zu sein — wire da nicht dic grosse
Leuchttafel mit dem Blinken der Akbtienkurse.
Dominiert wird die Halle niimlich von Bildern.
Seltsamen, ungewdhnlichen Bildern. Ein Haifisch
sperrt das Maul auf, man sieht seine furchterre-
genden Zihne, und darunter heisst e «Sales
(vAusverknufn), Der Haifisch prangt suf einem
Plastiesick, in dem mian das, wis man im Ausver-
knuf erstinden hat, gleich mit nach Hagse nch-
men kann, Warnm aber der Hai? Muss man sich,
etwa im berllhmten Ausverkauf in Sydney nuch
Weihnachten, wie ein' Hai benchmen, um zu er-
gattern, wans Tuusende anderer auch mbchten?
Oder steht der Hai etwa flir das Ladenpgeschift,
dus einen angelockt hat, sbwohl man ja eigentlich
gar nichts braucht? Und warum spielt sich das
blles mol einer ausiralischen Fahne als Himtets
grund ab?
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SCHWEIZER AUSGARE

Das sind Fragen, die einem durch den Kopl
gehen mgen beim Betrachien der rund ewanzg
grossformatigen Bilder der schweizensch-australi-
schen Kiinstlerin Marie-Claire Baldenwog, die in
der Emgangshalle der Birse ausgestellt sind (in
Ziirich war die Ausstellung, chenfulls in der
Hirse, vor zwei Juhren mu schen). «Bagflugs sind
es, was etwa mit «Sackflaggen» zu iiberseizen
wilre, Ubemationale Symbole auf nationalen. Der
konkrete Zusummenhang der cinzelnen Elemente
eines Bilds gibi huwuﬂen Ritsel ouf, doch das
scheint durchaus gewollt. Der Plisticsack als
Symbol deés Konsums, des Wohlstunds und der
fortschreitenden  Globalisierung  beschiiltigt die
Malerin der Bilder offensichilich schon seit Jahr-
zehmten, wic bei cinem Biick auf thre Biogmfie
klar wird. 1954 in Solothurn geboren, stellie sie
1976 im Kunsthous Anral erstmils aus, Sthon in
dieser Zeit begannen die Tragtaschen auf sie ihre
Wirkung zu entfalten und entwickelten sich nach-
gerade zu cinem Leitmotiv ihrer Arbeit; ob in
Australien, wohin sie 1987 mit ilrer Familie aus-
waunderie, oder wieder in der Schwelz nach der
Rilckkehr einige Jahre spiter.

Wenn den Bildem esin kntischer Unterton 2u
Konsum und Globalisierung nicht abzusprechien
ist (ein Unterton, der durch das Umfeld der Birse
akzentuiert wird), so lussen die Kompositionen
dem Betrachter dmnuchdimug Freiraum, sich

seinen cigenen Reim aul die anfgeworfenen Fra-
gen von Gese Idealen und.
Realitit zu machen. 'Lfnd wenn die Kinstlerin

gom Nichdenken anregen will, dilrfte sie sich
{iber einen Berchl im austrilischen «Simday
Telegraphn gefrent hoben, in dem mit Besorgnis,
wail der heutigen Zeit emtsprechend, umwelt-
bewusst pefragt wurde! «lst Plisticack-Kanst
bialogisch abbaubars




